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Reproductive health policy in Wisconsin

The legal landscape around access to reproductive health care services was substantially
altered after the Supreme Court decision in Dobbs v Jackson Women's Health Organization
in 2022. In Wisconsin, this decision triggered a statewide abortion ban due to reactivation of
19th century Wisconsin statutes which had been invalidated by the 1973 US Supreme Court
decision legalizing abortion. In 2023 abortion services resumed in several Wisconsin
locations after a Dane County circuit judge ruled that the 1849 law referred to feticide, not
abortion. The case is currenty pending before the Wisconsin Supreme Court.

https://wisconsinwatch.org/2024/07/wisconsin-supreme-court-abortion-constitution-law-pregnancy-roe-wade/

Status of Abortion Bans in the United States as of July 29, 2024
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How does abortion access affect health?
. Lack of access to comprehensive reproductive

care such as management of major congenital
abnormalities; miscarriage care; trauma related
care for victims of sexual assault, incest and rape
« School and work absenteeism and financial burden
due to the need to travel for abortion care
. Data show increased infant mortality after abortion
restrictions were enacted

seillance — United States, 2021 KFF https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2821508t
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ACP-Wisconsin Statement after the 2022 Dobbs Decision

Approved by ACP-Wisconsin Governor’s Council, August 2022

The Wisconsin chapter of the American College of Physicians (ACP-Wisconsin) is
greatly concerned by the June 24, 2022 Supreme Court of the United States decision
in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization to overturn Roe v. Wade and its
immediate impact on reproductive healthcare in Wisconsin. This decision triggered a
statewide abortion ban due to reactivation of 19th century Wisconsin statutes which
had been invalidated by the 1973 US Supreme Court decision legalizing abortion.
ACP-Wisconsin echoes the concerns raised by our national ACP organization in its
statement, namely that this decision limits a physician’s autonomy, reduces patient
access to reproductive health care, and erodes the sanctity of the patient-physician
relationship. In Wisconsin, the concerns go beyond issues of government interference
in private medical decisions. Patients may lose the right to access the full range of 21st
century reproductive care options. Physicians and other health care clinicians face
potential loss of licensure and criminal penalties for evidence-based, medically
appropriate care. These legal constricts will make it more difficult to train and retain
physicians in our state, especially in already underserved rural and poor communities.
ACP Wisconsin, like ACP National, strongly opposes medically unnecessary
government restrictions or legislative interference in reproductive healthcare and other
evidence-based healthcare delivery. ACP-Wisconsin will work collaboratively with the
Wisconsin section of the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG)
and other state medical professional societies and organizations to protect every
patient’s right to make their own private medical decisions and to advocate for the
reproductive rights of all Wisconsin residents.

ACP believes that individuals have the right to make their own
decisions, in partnership with their physician or health care
professional, on matters affecting their individual reproductive
health, including about types of contraceptive methods they
use or whether or not to continue a pregnancy.
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https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M22-3316?_ga=2.40096362.971306901.1680639308-2128145418.1680639307&_gl=1*bio09*_ga*MjEyODE0NTQxOC4xNjgwNjM5MzA3*_ga_PM4F5HBGFQ*MTY4MDYzOTMwNy4xLjAuMTY4MDYzOTMwNy42MC4wLjA.
https://www.acpjournals.org/doi/10.7326/M22-3316?_ga=2.40096362.971306901.1680639308-2128145418.1680639307&_gl=1*bio09*_ga*MjEyODE0NTQxOC4xNjgwNjM5MzA3*_ga_PM4F5HBGFQ*MTY4MDYzOTMwNy4xLjAuMTY4MDYzOTMwNy42MC4wLjA.

