Prioritize. Immunize. Protect.

| Raise the Rates! December Edition

In this edition of | Raise the Rates (IRtR), you will find a variety of new
resources from several public health partners, educational opportunities,
and a brief selection of popular media articles related to immunization.

2025 Adult Immunization Schedule

Recommended Adult Immunization Schedule

for ages 19 years or older

CDC
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Waccines in the Adult Immunization Schedule®
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U.5. CENTERS FOR DISEASE
CONTROL AND PREVENTION

The 2025 Adult Immunization Schedule approved by the Advisory
Commitee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) and adopted by the Centers
of Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) director on October 24, 2024 is
now available.


https://files.constantcontact.com/fc86bb7e501/56de46b2-5876-47d0-b9df-540ea93183a0.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/fc86bb7e501/28d91d93-0d83-423b-a011-631c0165f4b6.pdf
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=467d8f09-e587-4b66-ab05-761fdddae592

Use of Additional Doses of 2024-2025 COVID-19
Vaccine for Adults Aged > 65 Years and Persons
Aged >6 Months with Moderate or Severe
Immunocompromised: Recommendations of the
Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices-
United Staes, 2024-published in MMWR-
December 12, 2024

Summary
In October 2024, ACIP recommended that all persons aged =65 years and
persons aged 6 months—64 years with moderate or severe
immunocompromise receive a second 2024-2025 COVID-19 vaccine
dose 6 months after their last dose. Further, ACIP recommended that
persons aged =6 months with moderate or severe immunocompromise
may receive additional doses based on shared clinical decision-making.

COVID Vaccine Liability Protection Extended
Through 2029

Department of Health and Human Services


https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/hcp/imz-schedules/downloads/adult/adult-combined-schedule.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/73/wr/mm7349a2.htm?s_cid=mm7349a2_w

This decument is scheduled to be published in the
| Federal Register on 12/11/2024 and avallable online at
! andon

DEPARTM
Office of the Secr;targ- .
12th Amendment to Declaration Under the Public Readiness and Emergency Preparedness
Act for Medical Countermeasures Against COVID-19

ACTION: Notice of amendment

SUMMARY: The Sccretary issues this amendment pursuant to section 319F-3 of the Public
Health Service Act to extend the duration of the Declaration to December 31, 2029, and to
republish the Declaration in full.

DATES: This amendment is effective as of January 1, 2025,

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: L. Paige Ezernack, Administration for
Strategic Preparedness and Response, U.S, Department of Health and Human Services, 400 7™ St
SW, Washington, DC 20024; 202-260-0365, paige.ezernackiwhhs.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Public Readiness and Emergency Preparedness
(PREP) Act authorizes the Secretary of Health and Human Services (the Secretary) to issue a
Declaration to provide liability immunity to certain individuals and entities (Covered Persons)
against any claim of loss caused by, arising out of, relating to, or resulting from the manufacture,
distribution, administration, or use of medical countermeasures (Covered Countermeasures),
except for claims involving ““willful misconduct™ as defined in the PREP Act. Under the PREP
Act, a Declaration may be amended as circumstances warrant.

The PREF Act was enacted on December 30, 2005, as Public Law 109-148, Division C, section
2, It amended the Public Health Service (PHS) Act, adding section 319F-3, which addresses
liability immunity, and section 319F-4, which creates a compensation program. These sections
are codified at 42 1U.S.C. 247d-6d and 42 U.S.C. 247d-6e, respectively. Section 319F-3 of the
PHS Act has been amended by the Pandemic and All-Hazards Preparedness Reauthorization Act

(PAHPRA), Public Law 113-5, enacted on March 13, 2013, and the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and

On December 11, 2024, HHS Secretary Xavier Becerra, issued a
statement extended liability protections for COVID-19 vaccines,
treatments and diagnostic tests under the Public Readiness and
Emergency Preparedness Act through December 31, 2029. This extension
follows the expiration of the COVID-19 public health emergency in May
2023 acknowledging the continued risk of future outbreaks and need for
ongoing preparedness.

The amendment, effective as of January 1, 2025, provides immunity from
liability to healthcare providers, including licensed pharmacists, pharmacy
interns and pharmacy technicians, when administering COVID-19
vaccines and tests, along with seasonal flu vaccines. It also preempts
state laws that would otherwise restrict professionals from dispensing or
administering the countermeasures.

Preliminary Estimated Flu Disease Burden 2024-

2025 Flu Season
cDC


https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2024-29108.pdf

Preliminary 2024-2025 U.S. Flu In-Season Disease Burden Estimates

Since October 1, 2024, CDC estimates there have been between:
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Based on data from October 1, 2024, through December 28th, 2024

Because influenza surveillance does not capture all cases of flu, CDC provides these estimated

ranges to better reflect the full burden of flu in the United States. These estimates are calculated F' S— B ‘
using a mathematical model based on CDC's weekly influenza surveillance data and are preliminary | VIEVV ' -

and are updated weekly throughout the season.

During each flu season, CDC provides weekly estimates of the burden of
influenza in the United States. This web page provides weekly, preliminary
estimates of the cumulative in-season numbers of flu illnesses, medical
visits, hospitalizations, and deaths in the United States. These estimates
of the burden of flu in the population and the impact of flu vaccination are
then used to inform policy and communications related to flu.

Weekly US Influenza Surveillance Report: Key
Updates for Week 52, ending December 28, 2024

FLUVIEW 7

A Weekly Influenza Surveillance Report Prepared by the Influenza Division


https://www.cdc.gov/flu-burden/php/data-vis/2024-2025.html

2024-25 Influenza Season Week 52 ending Dec 28, 2024 ILI Activity Level
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What to Know: Seasonal influenza activity continues to increase and is
elevated across most of the county.

RSV Vaccines: Questions Patients May Have and
How to Answer

American Medical Association

‘(
AMAE

RSV is responsible for 100,000 - 150,000 hospitalizations among adults
60 year or older each year, according to the CDC. While there are multiple
RSV vaccines available for eligible older adults, some patients may
require further guidance before they choose to receive their dose. The
American Medical Association provides a list of frequently asked questions
that providers can use to help communicate with their patients and
encourage RSV vaccine uptake.

Order Your 4 Free At-home COVID-19 Tests


https://www.cdc.gov/fluview/surveillance/2024-week-52.html
https://www.ama-assn.org/delivering-care/public-health/rsv-vaccines-questions-patients-may-have-and-how-answer

Every U.S. household is eligible to order 4 free at-home tests through

covidtests.gov.
The tests available for order:

e Are rapid antigen at-home tests, not PCR

e Can be taken at home or other locations. Give results within 30
minutes (no lab drop-off required)

e Can be used for testing even if you do not have COVID-19
symptoms

e Can be used for testing whether you are up to date on your COVID-
19 vaccines or not

e Are also referred to as self-tests or over the counter (OTC) tests

Vaccines, Autism, and Neurodiversity

Live Webinar

January 22nd, 2025
12:00pm-1:30pm Eastern Time


https://covidtests.gov/

ONLINE
WEBINAR

Vaccines, Autism,
and Neurodiversity

Wednesday

January 22, 2025
12:00PM-1:30PM

Vaccines Did Not Cause Rachel's
Autism: My Journey as a Vaccine
Scientist, Pediatrician, and Autism

raising a daughter with autism.

Accessible Vaccinations
Danielle Hall joi

a nationd
barriers

More Details to Follow

New Jersey Immunization Network | 101 Morgan Lane Suite 301 | Plainsboro, NJ 08536 US
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https://njaap.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_JFIuKJ2qRwOXwue-hDdi2A
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