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Abstract Categories  
(from the ACP National Abstract Competitions website: https://www.acponline.org/membership/residents/competitions-
awards/acp-national-abstract-competitions) 
 

Clinical Vignette 
A clinical vignette is a report of one or more cases that illustrates a new disease entity, or a prominent or unusual clinical 
feature of an established disease. It may include a summary of pertinent patient history, physical findings, laboratory 
data, or management description. 
 
The CARE statement provides useful guidance for preparing case reports. 
 
The CARE guidelines were developed by an international group of experts to increase the accuracy, transparency, and 
usefulness of case reports. For additional information, please visit www.care-statement.org. 

 
Basic Research 
To improve human health, scientific discoveries must be translated into practical applications. Such discoveries typically 
begin at the bench with basic research—in which scientists study disease at a molecular or cellular level. 
 

Clinical Research 
Patient-oriented research. Research conducted with human subjects (or on material of human origin such as tissues, 
specimens and cognitive phenomena) for which an investigator (or colleague) directly interacts with human subjects. 
This area of research includes: mechanisms of human disease; therapeutic interventions; clinical trials; development of 
new technologies; analysis of existing datasets; epidemiologic and behavioral studies; outcomes research and health 
services research. 

 
Quality Improvement-Patient Safety 
Submissions can report on efforts to improve patient safety or outcomes measurement. Such efforts may be projects 
developed and initiated to promote patient safety and/or processes that have improved or created a safer environment 
for patients. Abstracts may also be submitted that relate to the use of outcome data, how to measure and convert data 
into information. 
 

High Value Care 
Projects that focus on: reducing waste in the system (unnecessary testing and treatment or inappropriate setting for 
care), minimizing harms (radiation exposure, medication side effects), or improving patient care through communication 
(incorporating patient values and concerns into care plans). 
 

Physician Well-being and Professional Fulfillment 
A project or initiative focused on improving physician well-being and/or the practice/training environment. Projects may 
focus on improving practice culture; creating more positive learning environments; addressing mental health and stigma; 
reducing burdens that contribute to burnout, etc. Submission should demonstrate a measurable impact on physicians 
within your practice, chapter, program, or health system. 
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FAQS 
Do I need to be an ACP member to submit an Abstract? 
Yes, to submit an abstract, a first author must be an MA ACP Resident/Fellow member in good standing (dues paid) 
enrolled in a Massachusetts Residency Program, or a MA ACP medical student member enrolled in a Massachusetts 
Medical School, or a MA ACP Transitional Medical Graduate member. Co-authors listed on abstracts need not be ACP 
members.  You can check on your membership status by contacting ACP at 800-ACP-1915 or 215-351-2600 or e-
mail/online at www.acponline.org/contact. Co-authors need not be ACP members. 
 
Is my abstract eligible for submission? 
Original abstracts that either have or have not been presented at other meetings will be considered. Presentation of 
original work at the chapter meeting may, however, jeopardize presentation before another society. Abstracts are eligible 
if they have been published; however, abstracts based upon full papers that have been published are not eligible. 
 

You must have your abstracts approved by your Program Director (Residents/Fellows) or Clerkship Director 
(Medical Students) or Supervisory Physician (Transitional Medial Graduates). 
 

Due date for Abstract Submission 
The due date to submit an abstract is Thursday, August 8, 2024 at 11:59 pm ET. 

 
What is the word limit for submitting abstracts? 
The document will accept approximately 500 words. Please note, the word limit DOES NOT include the title, authors, or 
reference blocks. 
 
Format: 

• For the Resident/Fellow and Transitional Medical Graduate categories, the presenting author must list name first.   
For the student category, indicate the presenting author with an asterisk. 

• List name and one degree only, e.g., MD, DO for each author. Indicate their status within ACP (Student, 
Associate, Member, Fellow [FACP], or MACP), if applicable. Professional titles should not be included. 

• List names of authors’ institution(s), city, and state. 
Note: The format used in the Annals of Internal Medicine is also encouraged. 
 
The body of the abstract should be organized as follows: 

• Purpose for study (one sentence if possible). 

• Simple statement of methods. 

• Summary of results (adequate to support conclusions). 

• Statement of conclusions (Do not use phrases such as “The results will be discussed.”) 

• This format may be modified, as appropriate, for:   
Clinical Vignette submissions   
Research submissions diverging from the standard research methods 

 
Can I include images with my abstract? 
No, the electronic abstract system will only accept text; therefore, tables or images cannot be submitted. 
 
How many abstracts may I submit? 
Residents/Fellows, Medical Students, and Transitional Medical Graduates may submit one abstract in each of the five 
categories Clinical Vignette, Research, High Value Care, Quality Improvement-Patient Safety, and Physician Well-being 
and Professional Fulfillment. 
 
Will I be notified that my abstract has been submitted successfully? 
Yes, you will receive an e-mail notification that your abstract has been submitted successfully. 
 
Can I make changes/corrections to my submitted abstract? 

https://www.acponline.org/contact


Yes, you can modify your abstract up until the abstract deadline. Be sure to save the changes before exiting the system. 
 
When will I be notified of the results? 
All first authors will be notified the week of September 9, 2024. 
 
When and where will the MA ACP Annual Scientific meeting take place? 
The MA ACP Annual Scientific Meeting will be held on Saturday, September 28, 2024, at the Massachusetts Medical 
Society, 860 Winter Street, Waltham, MA 
 
By submitting my abstract to the Chapter Competition, does that automatically include me in the national 
competition? 
No, you must submit your abstract separately to the National Competition.  For more information on the National ACP 
Abstract Competition e-mail questions to abstracts@acponline.org. 
 
(Information adapted from the ACP National Abstract Competitions website: 
https://www.acponline.org/membership/residents/competitions-awards/acp-national-abstract-competitions) 
 

mailto:abstracts@acponline.org
https://www.acponline.org/membership/residents/competitions-awards/acp-national-abstract-competitions

