
Letter to Representative Baird 

August 19, 1999 

The Honorable Brian Baird  
U.S. House of Representatives  
1721 Longworth House Office Building  
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Representative Baird: 

The undersigned organizations representing the vast majority of physicians in the United 
States would like to thank you for introducing H.R. 2651, the "Physician Self-Referral 
Amendments of 1999." 

The current self-referral law is incomprehensible and has the potential effect of making 
illegal many physicians' actions, which have nothing to do with self-referral. Your 
legislation is vital to physician practices and will aid physicians nationwide in 
understanding to which entities they can refer patients. We believe that the current anti-
kickback statute prohibits remuneration given to entities to induce referrals, and your 
proposed repeal of the statute's compensation provisions will not have any adverse effects 
on the Office of the Inspector General's efforts to prosecute true fraud. 

Once again, we appreciate your efforts on behalf of organized medicine, and we look 
forward to working with you to ensure passage of this legislation. 

Sincerely, 

American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry  
American Academy of Facial Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery  

American Academy of Family Physicians  
American Academy of Otolaryngology Head and Neck Surgery  

American Academy of Pediatrics  
American Association of Ambulatory Surgery Centers  

American Association of Neurological Surgeons  
American College of Cardiology  

American College of Chest Physicians  
American College of Nuclear Physicians  

American College of Rheumatology  
American College of Physicians-American Society of Internal Medicine  

American Geriatrics Society  
American Medical Association  

American Medical Group Association  
American Osteopathic Association  
American Psychiatric Association  

American Society of Cataract and Refractive Surgery  



American Society of Clinical Oncology  
American Society of General Surgeons  

American Society of Hematology  
American Society of Nephrology  

American Society of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgeons  
American Urological Association  
College of American Pathologists  

Congress of Neurological Surgeons  
Medical Group Management Association  
Outpatient Ophthalmic Surgery Society  

Renal Physicians Association  
Society of Nuclear Medicine 

 

Letter to Chairman Thomas 

August 19, 1999 

The Honorable William Thomas  
Chairman, Subcommittee on Health  
Ways and Means Committee  
U.S. House of Representatives  
1136 Longworth House Office Building  
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Chairman Thomas: 

The undersigned organizations representing the vast majority of physicians in the United 
States would like to thank you for introducing H.R. 2651, the "Physician Self-Referral 
Amendments of 1999." 

The current self-referral law is incomprehensible and has the potential effect of making 
illegal many physicians' actions, which have nothing to do with self-referral. Your 
legislation is vital to physician practices and will aid physicians nationwide in 
understanding to which entities they can refer patients. We believe that the current anti-
kickback statute prohibits remuneration given to entities to induce referrals, and your 
proposed repeal of the statute's compensation provisions will not have any adverse effects 
on the Office of the Inspector General's efforts to prosecute true fraud. 

Once again, we appreciate your efforts on behalf of organized medicine, and we look 
forward to working with you to ensure passage of this legislation. 

Sincerely, 



American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry  
American Academy of Facial Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery  

American Academy of Family Physicians  
American Academy of Otolaryngology Head and Neck Surgery  

American Academy of Pediatrics  
American Association of Ambulatory Surgery Centers  

American Association of Neurological Surgeons  
American College of Cardiology  

American College of Chest Physicians  
American College of Nuclear Physicians  

American College of Rheumatology  
American College of Physicians-American Society of Internal Medicine  

American Geriatrics Society  
American Medical Association  

American Medical Group Association  
American Osteopathic Association  
American Psychiatric Association  

American Society of Cataract and Refractive Surgery  
American Society of Clinical Oncology  
American Society of General Surgeons  

American Society of Hematology  
American Society of Nephrology  

American Society of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgeons  
American Urological Association  
College of American Pathologists  

Congress of Neurological Surgeons  
Medical Group Management Association  
Outpatient Ophthalmic Surgery Society  

Renal Physicians Association  

 


